
The Bec Hellouin farm

A permaculture 

innovative experience

in France



2006 : creation

of the Ferme du 

Bec Hellouin

Ecole de Permaculture du Bec Hellouin

20 hectares at the 

heart of a valley in 

Normandy:

• Organic certified

• Our main source 

of inspiration 

since 2008 is

permaculture.



The project: a family scale agriculture with no 

fossile fuel

We were seeking to revive edible sceneries, like in the old times, built around trees

and hedges



The importance of design for a small scale farm: the 

Ferme du Bec Hellouin example



Une ferme expérimentale en permaculture et agroécologie

A small scale farm designed along the way



From a pasture to productive 

gardens
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We knew

nothing

about 

permaculture

and design



Pound creation and water 

management



Fruit trees (and other trees) 

planting



2008 : creation of the mandala 

garden



… next spring



And summer!



New mandala design in 2013
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2008 : 

our first forest

garden
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Creation of our mini forest garden

(250 m2)
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Creation of the edible scenery

(2,5 hectares)
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The farm became an 

agro-sylvo-pastoral 

intensive system, intense and with high yields



Just like in nature, every single elment renders several functions and 

each important function is fulfilled by several elements. 

The  whole is greater than the sum of the parts ! 

Permaculture is not a new way of farming but rather a conceptual systm

rarely used in agriculture..
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A permaculture design takes better advantage of all 

the services rendered by the ecosystems

Ecole de Permaculture du Bec Hellouin



Ferme du Bec Hellouin



Patterns, permaculture, biomimicry and design

The goal is the same, however permaculture offers holistic design tools that make it

possible to design bio-inspired systems of all sizes. It seems easier to implement in all 

kinds of contexts, potentially by every citizen, to invent lifestyles in tune with the 

biosphere



Nous expérimentons au Bec Hellouin les vergers maraîchers : 

une forme d’agroforesterie associant arbres, 

petits fruits, légumes et plantes aromatiques
Ecole de Permaculture du Bec HellouinAgroforestry



Thanks to an evoluting design we grow crops between trees…



Many positive externalities : beyond the economic performance 

of bio-inspired agriculture, let us underline the many services 

provided to both humans and the Earth: it creates humus, stores 

carbon in soils and trees, improves biodiversity, beautifies

landscapes, creates jobs, strengthens food security, generates

social ties ... While producing abundant quality food



Nature provides! 
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